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SUBJECT: FOWLER DEBRE ASSURANCES 

REF. STATE 036533 

1 . IBM WASHINGTON SEEMS TO HAVE MISINTERPRETED 
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM PARIS OFFICE. GOF HAS NOT 
REFUSED TO ISSUE A LETTER OF ASSURANCE FOR COMPUTER 
DESCRIBED IN REFERENCE. APPLICATION WAS ONLY SUBMITTED 
TO GOF ON FEB. 13. 

2. A NEW SITUATION HAS ARISEN HOWEVER. THE LOWERED 
PRICE OF HIGH PERFORMANCE COMPUTERS HAS NOW MADE IT 
FEASIBLE FOR LEASING COMPANIES TO PURCHASE THESE HIGH 
PERFORMANCE COMPUTERS FOR USE BY THEIR CLIENTS. 
WHEREAS IN MOST CASES THE LEASING COMPANIES KNOW THE 
NAMES OF THE POTENTIAL LESSEE, THEY ARE UNWILLING 

TO PROVIDE NAMES TO IBM FRANCE, A SALES RIVAL. IBM 
CANNOT, THEREFORE, PROVIDE THE NAMES OF THE END-USER 
IN ITS LETTER TO THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY. IT IS 
BELIEVED THAT THE LEASING COMPANIES WILL BE WILLING 
TO PROVIDE NAMES TO THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY IN THE 
COURSE OF ITS REVIEW OF THE USE AND CONTROL OF THE 
COMPUTERS. 
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3. IN ADDITION TO THE PRESENT CASE INVOLVING A FRENCH 
AGENT OF THE US COMPANY COMDISCO, IBM FRANCE HAS 
INFORMED US THAT THERE WILL BE FOUR SYSTEM 3031'S 
ORDERED BY LEASING COMPANIES IN THE PERIOD JUNE NOV. 
1978 AND THREE 3033’S IN JUNE/JULY 1978. 
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4. THE EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW THE SITUATION CLOSELY TO 
SEE WHAT DECISION IS TAKEN BY THE MINISTRY OF 
INDUSTRY IN THIS MATTER. BEFORE CONTACTING THE MINISTRY 
OF INDUSTRY THE DEPARTMENT S COMMENTS WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED PARTICULARLY CONCERNING THIS NEW 
SITUATION WHERE THE OWNER IS NOT THE USER AND WHERE 
THE USER MIGHT CHANGE IF THE COMPUTER IS LEASED TO 
A NEW CUSTOMER. 

MYERSON 
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